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SDG 6.1.  By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking water 
for all 

A lot of decisions and recommendations concerning the provision of water and sanitation are made 
by high level experts. In achieving access to water, one should take local knowledge into 
consideration. 

SDG 6.2.  By 2030, achieve access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all and 
end open defecation, paying special attention to the needs of women and girls and those in 
vulnerable situations    

A one size fits all solution doesn’t exist. The challenge for access to sanitation doesn’t lie in the 
technical field, but rather in the political, social and behavioral sphere. The best starting point for 
change is finding a trigger in the local community.  

SDG 6.3.  By 2030, improve water quality by reducing pollution, eliminating dumping and 
minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, halving the proportion of untreated 
wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse globally 
 
Testing kits for water quality are very useful tools that can make a difference. 
Local capacity building is very important.  
What is ‘good’ quality? E.g. in areas with mining industry. E.g. when you have to boil the tap water…  
 
SDG 6.4. By 2030, substantially increase water-use efficiency across all sectors and ensure 
sustainable withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address water scarcity and substantially 
reduce the number of people suffering from water scarcity 
 
There were three main conclusions: 

1. Awareness:  Education on efficiency of water use is necessary. Examples were given of both 
African and European settings where water can be used more efficiently (e.g. Greece 
tourism, African local agriculture). 

For instance small organizations like NGOs that show good efficiency use 
versus big industry such as the mining industry which does not use water 
efficiently. Examples were given of mining companies in both Latin America 
and Africa. 

2. Cost:   Cost plays a big part in how we use water.  Water scarcity leads to a higher efficiency 
level: a low water supply makes people use what they have more efficiently 

3. Tools:   Many tools are in place such as legislation, measures, assessments. However they 
should be carried out and applied and there is room for improvement.  

 
Innovation and technology are in place and always evolving. It can be even more efficient, the 
question however is whether the industry automatically will use these new technologies.  
 
SDG 6.5.  By 2030, implement integrated water resources management at all levels, including 
through transboundary cooperation as appropriate  
Concerning integrated water resources management: 

 There’s a lack of education at the local level => need for technical skills, training and capacity 
building 

 Raising awareness is crucial.  



 Transboundary cooperation should start at the local level.  

 What about water availability for free? Or setting a small price to raise responsibility?  

 Gender aspects ! 
 

SDG 6.6.  By 2020, protect and restore water-related ecosystems, including mountains, forests, 
wetlands, rivers, aquifers and lakes 
 

 SDG6 = water, but water is related to other SDGs 

 It works also the other way around: 
poverty/unemployment can favor activities that destroy ecosystems; 
with as prime example the mining industry in Colombia/Bolivia/Ghana/ … 
We need to empower and educate local communities so that they can sustain their 
traditional often agricultural activities so that the communities can resist the 'temptation' of 
jobs created by these polluting industries. 

 A lot more people -> agriculture use of water is increasing 
Different crops in different regions to lessen the burden of water demand 

 Everything starts with proper education and creating awareness 
Mobile phone app with which you can see how much direct and indirect water is used (water 
footprint) might confront the people more/better with what they are actually spending. 

 

SDG 6.a. By 2030, expand international cooperation and capacity-building support to 
developing countries in water-and sanitation-related activities and programmes, including 
water harvesting, desalination, water efficiency, wastewater treatment, recycling and reuse 
technologies    

Grassroots initiatives are in place in Flanders and abroad.  
Capacity building is necessary for technical issues, but also for community aspects.  
Multi-actor and multi-competence partnerships are the most interesting ones.  
Measuring and monitoring constitute quite a challenge, appropriate indicators are not yet in place 
=> suggestion to register multi-actor partnerships. 
 

SDG 6.b.  Support and strengthen the participation of local communities in improving water 
and sanitation management 
 

Applying a 5 step approach in conducting projects.  
Sometimes, too much focus lies on practical details.  
Sustainability is key ! 
 


